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L€nclstea County's rFnprofit 0g&
nizatioils a!€ a vibranr palt of dle la
cal ecoomy and have a huge positive
impacr on tlle count/s gross aonual
prcduct and job market

Those arE dre preliminary findingg
of a study on the impac't of nonprofit
gmups ql tlre comq/s economy
cdducted by drc C€rlter for tacal
Ecormrny at the Center for Opinion
Researrh at Franklin & Ivlaf3hal Col
leee,-fte 

pr€lirninary rcport was de
IilEt€d Thursday to strne 150 r€pre
s€lrtativ$ of nonFofft oryani4tlDs
ftom tbe city and county duaing a
prceEam sponaor€d by lrrcast€r
Couty Community Fo$dation,'Ilre purpo€e of dle ev€ot was to
inEldlc€ the grcup leaders to 14€+
Well, a new foundatioo pmeram
\l'tD€e goal6 ar€ to provide tech-
nioues and suidance that wiil allorv
tH directors of locsl ndlDrDfits to
ru€ngttten and improrc drir organi
zations. The report on nodpllnta wqs
deliver€d by Antonio Callari of tlE
Center for tacd Ec@omy, who said
loc€l norDmfits rahed $1.7 bilion i!
2005. Of 

-tlEt. 
$?9 milion wrs frorrl

gol,€mmefi sour€es and $171 diniro
frorn public contributidr&

On tlle otber side of the bdg6,
mrDrofits io 2(n5 sDent $259 million
on ;dministrative co6ts and $1.3 bil-
lion @ pmviding proerams and seF
vicea lo county r€sidents.

Tbar figur€ is 84 percent of ex-
penses, C€Iari 6ai4 vbich is "vexy
ltloe.--'That's a very good perfonnarce
level," he sai4 "so $'he[ people gi!€
iou money, you can tell the6 wheie
it is going."

The nonpmnt groups provide
21,584 jobs of the couit/s total wo*
for€e of 221,246, daking nonpldts
the fourtlFlargest emplo!'ment sec-
tor, ahead of the hotel and food indus-
try, construction; wbolesale.tra&and
agricultnr€,
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Thosa employees, as well
as thc nonprofit gmufts them-
selves, purnp $2.6 billion a yeat
tuck inlo the local economy, a
figur€ that amounts to 14 p€r-
cent of the county's gross an-
nual dornestic prcduct-

A.[ of $hich, Callari sai4"generates additiona.l jobs."Thats a simificant direct
economic impact," Callari said.

Calari said the study used
figlres from Intema.l Revenue
S€rvic€. Fennsylvania Depart-
mmt of labor and lndustl-y
and US. Departnent of Com-
mence.

kincipal speaker for tlE
event was Robert Egger who
in 1989 founded the DC Central
Kiichen in Washington, D.C.

His orgamzation gets sur-
plus or unserved food dorEted
by restauarls, c€feterias
and hotels and pmvicl€s mor€

tlan 4,000 me€ls a day for the
needy. It also offe$ a 12,w€ek
job-training program in which
people work alongsrde a chef,
leaming to pr€pare food.

Egger said progfarns like
kadwell arc't€ally ra!€" and
that nonprofit directors should'take this kind of oDDortuniw
for the gift rllat ir is.'r 

- .'
He feel.s norDrofits, though

t}tey constitute a larise segient
of the job rnarker and help ttl€
economy, suffer fmm a self-in-
flicted weakness.

Even the word 'hmDroflt."
he sai4 perpeftates a atere;
ttpe-and "inte-maliz€s a feeling
or mlerronry_

"That very word malcs us
feel wealq humble, quiet," Eg-
ger sato.

"Any other indusay of our
size and scope in America
would be a roaring force politi-
c€lly and economica.lly We're
nowhere near that. We trave to
wake up."


