CorridorOne isn't dead

’ Editor, New Era: \/

In response a New Era news an
ticle that was published on Dec. 21,
2006, T'd like to correct some incor
rect information that appeared in
that article that gives the impression
that the effort to bring regional rail
to southcentral Pennsylvania — Cor
ridorOne — is dead.

The federal appropriation that was
omitted from the 2007 budget was $2.5
million — not $25 million as the New
Era reported A decimal point makes
a big difference. The entire capital
budget- to begin rail service between
Harrishurg and Lancaster is less than
$25 million.

The appropriation request for $2.5
million was sought to begin final de-
sign of the system between Harris-
burg and Lancaster and was one of
many earmarks that Congress elimi-
nated from the feieral budget. Mod-
ern Transit Partnership has begun
seeking a new earmark from Con-
gress in 2007.

Another mistatement was that “the
$10 million annual subsidy ... from the
state ... js also now unfunded.” The
request for $10 million was never of-
ficially submitted to the state Legisla-
ture for funding, so a more accurate
portrayal would be to say it has yet to
be funded.

This request is part of the Trans-
portation Funding and Reform Com-
mission's work to find a dedicated and
reliable source of funding for transit
systems throughout the state,
~ Again, Modern Transit Partnership
has begun efforts to secure this state
funding in the 2007 Commonwealth
budget. -

The Modern Transit Partnership

and Capital Area Transit continue to

work diligently to follow the guide-
lines established by the Federal Tran-
sit Administration in impiementing a
new rail transit system in Pennsyiva-
nia. :

We continue to receive strong sup-
port from the County of Lancaster
and the City of Lancaster, as well as
many other communities, businesses
and individunals throughout Lancaster
County. -

We firmly believe our regional com-
muter rail system will be up and oper-
ating between Lancaster and Harris-
burg within the next three years.

Gerald K. Morrison.

Chairman

Modern Transit Partnership

(Editor’s note: The writer is correct;

the New Era erréd in its original story.

A correction appeared in the Jan. 2
edition of the paper.)
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