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Lancaster County Smart Growth Issues     January 6, 200
ROWING TOGETHER – HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF CENTRAL 
ANCASTER COUNTY – Growing Together will create a common vision and a multi-
unicipal comprehensive plan for Central Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  The project 
as initiated by the Lancaster Inter-Municipal Committee, a council of governments tha
courages inter-municipal cooperation.  The plan will address land use, housing, 

ansportation, community facilities, parks and open space, natural and historic resources, 
d other issues in our community. 

t 

lease participate by attending one of the Growing Together Meetings.  Public involvement 
 an integral part of creating this plan.  As a participant at one of the four public meetings 
ou have an opportunity to share your ideas about the future.  You can help create a 
amework for future development that preserves and enhances the area’s unique qualities.  
ake your voice heard.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity to set the agenda for the future 

f Central Lancaster County.  For more information visit: 
ww.co.lancaster.pa.us/planning/growingtogether. 

UPREME COURT DECISION UPHOLDS JOINT PLANNING – (1/5/04) The 
ennsylvania Supreme Court decision upholds an agreement that directs development to 
ore densely populated municipalities while protecting neighboring agricultural land. The 
urt voted 7-0 to uphold the three-municipality zoning pact limiting development in Bucks 

ounty. Janet Milkman of 10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania stated, “The message is very 
rong that the courts support multi-municipal planning as a legal means of meeting 
vironmental, development and agricultural-preservation goals.”  

LM STREET PROGRAM – A $5 million grant package to revive neighborhoods 
rrounding downtowns wound up a state budget casualty in December. There are more 
an 1,100 cities, boroughs and inner-ring townships that make up Pennsylvania’s inventory

f older communities. Given the enormity of their burdens – Elm Street represented a 
ositive step forward in revitalization of these towns but only a drop in the revitalization 

 

ucket. 

re 

 active use. 

ive session. For more information, contact Julia Seward at 
ailto:jseward@liscnet.org

ACANT PROPERTY INITIATIVES LAUNCHED - Pennsylvania community 
evelopers and a wide coalition of smart growth, environmental, and housing providers a
vancing a significant package of vacant property initiatives through the Pennsylvania 
gislature. The coalition, headed by the Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania, 10000 Friends 
f Pennsylvania, the Philadelphia CDC Association, and others is soliciting support for bills 
at enable a more effective transfer of abandoned or vacant properties back into
cluded are measures that would enable the appointment of a receiver to make 
provements to blighted residential property; require municipalities to report tax liens to 

edit reporting agencies; allow private persons to institute action against serious violations 
f building, property maintenance, or fire safety code ordinances; and act to prohibit an 
surance company from refusing to renew policies on the basis of adjacent property 
andonment. LISC and other members of the coalition will continue to work on this 

ackage into the 2004 legislat
.  

 Enabling informed decision-making for Lancaster County 
Call our office at (717) 295-0755 or write to hourglass.foundation@verizon.net 

Or visit our website www.hourglassfoundation.org 
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