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Leasingturndl(e not ,
tfiewaytogoinPa. 'l
Editor, New f,m:

Many years ago, the Cornlnolr.
wealth of Pemsylvania built a road
acpss the state. They caled this a
turhpike and started to collect tolls.
Appar€ndy, it bmught in enough
money to keep it maintajJFd, and they
evel rebuilt in the last few years.
Now the throne in Harrisburg wants
morc money for general expenditure
for the state's transportation syslem,
Thev want io lease tbe road to a Dri-
vate company,

As I see it, th€ commonwe€lth will
get a large a4r}lmt of money up frcnt,
butnotmuchindEfuture. The p vate
company must make enowh money
to pay the commonwe€lth and also
make a pmnt. The or y way for rhat
lo happen is to rajs€ tolls or neglecr
maintenanc€, This would cr€ate an
outcry from the us€rs. But tbat would
be OK. The state would say, "We have
no cdntrol over that, C-omplain to th€
private company."

Now the commonwealth wants to
tum I€0 into a toll road. This wou.ld
bring jn "much rreded money," the
6tate says, I s€e several problems,

The federal government builr I€0,
Pennsvlvania did not. When the inter.
6tate system was built, if it us€dan ex,
isting toll road for a portion of it that
portio[ could r€rnah a tou load No
new constructio! was to be a toIL The
federal govemment pays the com-
monwealth X€mount of rnoney each
year to maintai! the road. lf FetuEy!
vania does not own the nca4 how can
it b€gin charging to[s? If Fermsyh,?-
nia Btart8 clqrgi[g tolls, will the fed-
eIal govemment stop paying for the
msintenance? If the'commonwealth
needs to acfually ow! the road in or-
der to collect tolls, and the federal
g)vernment nolr "o\urs" it what will
tlre commonwealth do?

Maybe they can take it by emiiEnt
domainl That s€ems to trc popular
these days with gov€ming bodies.

NoW wouldnt that sit well in Wash-
ington, D.C.l

Joy ltt Edders
Fast Henpfield lbwnship


