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vanir 'ItmpiLe Co.nrnission has an
altemative to privatizing the turF
pike: putting tols on other high\ta]'s.

The commission proDos€s using
unspecified higtHech equipme4t to
collecl tolls on highways that rmw art
fre€, a newspaper reported. lt sw-
gestB lnterstatc 80 \{ould be a good
first choicr because it is a nr4,6 east'
west artery.

The cornmission was among about
fouFdozen gr0ups that offered to

Plaas€ s€elul Fgp AtO

TollzMight be more down road
help state policyrnakers {,ho
want to d€termine the va.lue
of leasing dle Permsylvania
llrrnpike. Gov Ed Rendel last
month invited the proposals
in ,n effort to generate morc
6tat€ transportation funds.'Ibls on l{0, for example,
could raise "tens of millions of
dollials," Tl8pike Commission
Chief Exeortive Joe Brimmei-
er told the Pittsburgh Po6t-G&
,ette for Friday\ editions.

The other proposals gener-
ated by Rendell's r€quest cafie
flom companies &at alr€ady
eerate tou roads and bridges,

and some fmm investment
fifms,

Brimmeier said the commis-
sion's proposal to create mor€
toll rcads would pump more
money into the state Depart-
ment of Tlansportation tban
privati?ation.

"AI th€ pmfits tbat would
go to a private firm would go
to PennD0T," Brimmeier said."We intend to show hoqT we can
close the fundilg gap that lim-
its the state's ability to cire for
roads and bridges."

The Ttlrnpike Commission
voted to hile The Bravo Group,
a Harrisburg lobbying firm, to
help it craft a fonnal pmpo6al

to rhe state.
PermDOT spokesrnan Rich

Kirkpatrick said there is no
timetable for the state to con-
sidbr proposals to privatize
the tumpike. Estimates on the
potential value of such a long-
term l€se have varied widely,
from $2 bilion to $30 biUion."This is not a process that
wiU yield a quick result,'' Ki!k-
patrick said.

The T'lll'r|pike Coftmission
cur'rently collects tolls orl the
mainline east-west tumpike, I
the Northeast Extension to
Scranton and seveEl sectiods
of highway in westem Fenn-
sylvanra.


