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I
Turnpike: Time for tolls on l-80
I Offered as
alternatlve to
prlvatlzlng turnplke.

HARRISBTJRG (AP) - The
PennBylvania nrrnpike Com'
mission has an altenEtive to
privatizing the turnpike: put-
ting tolh on other highways.

The commission proposes
using unspecified high-tech
equipment to collect tolls on
hthways that atE now free,
a newspaper rcported. It 6ug-
gests Interstate 80 would be a
good first choice because it is a
nraJor eaSt-west grtery,

The commission was amone
about four doz€n groups thai
offered to help state policy-
makers who want to determine
the value of le$in8 the Penn-
sylvania Tmpike. cov, Ed
Rendell last month invited the

propoGals in an effqft to gener
ate more state bansportauon
funds.

. ToUs on I€0, for example,
cor:.ld rais€ 'tens of milliols of
dollaN," Ilmpike Cornrnission
Chief Executive Joe Brilnrnei-
er told the Pittsburgh Fost-Ga-
zette for FYiday's editionr.

The oth€D proposab geneF
ated by RendellS r€quest crme
from companies that alr€5dy
operate toll rca& and bridges,
and some from investnent
flrmB.

Brimmeier.Baid the corunie
sion'8 prbposal to cr€ate morc
tol roa& would punp mone
mohey into the Pennsylvanis
Depaltrnent of 'Ilansportation
thsn privatization.

"All the pronts that would
go to a private firm wou.ld go
to PennDOl" Brimmeier said."We intend to show ho\t we c€n
clo8e the funding gap tbat lim-

its ttrc state's ability to crr€ for
rcads and bridges."

The ll,rnpike Commission
voted ro hirs The Bravo Group,
a Hafisburg lobbying fifm, to
help it craft a forrnal pmpGal
to tlre 6tate,

PeinDOT spokesman Rich
Kirh?atrick said there is no
timetable for the state to con-
sid€r proposals to privatize
the tumpike. Estimates on th€
potential value of such a long-
term lease have va!'ied widely,
from $2 billion to 1I]0 bilion."This is not a plocess that
wil yield a quick result," Kirk-
patrick said.

The Thrnpike Commission
curr€ndy collects tolls on the
maiiline east-west turnpike,
the Northeast Exlension to
Scranton and s€veral s€ctions
of highway in westem Perm-
sylvania.


